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Berlitz Guides : Berlitz Chinese-Mandarin Phrase Book (Berlitz Phrase Book)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Berlitz Chinese-Mandarin Phrase Book (Berlitz Phrase 
Book): 

24 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Book StinksBy A CustomerThis has to be the worst book I have 
ever come across and does a disservice to anyone attempting to learn Chinese. Learning Chinese can be difficult and it 
is important to pay attention to the subtle differences. Berlitz has it's own phonetic system different than the 
standardized Pinyin system to describe Chinese words. Thus if you use this book, and learn Berlitz's own phonetic 
system, then any other course, book, or mainland Chinese person, cannot assist in pronouncing correct Chinese.Berlitz 
also refuses to consider using Traditional Symbols which are used in Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, California, 
and Taiwan. But in fairness, many other books refuse to offer Traditional symbols as well.0 of 0 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=2831562651


following review helpful. Must have for China TravelBy Kindle CustomerThis book is quite when I am traveling 
around China.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. A poor choice - see Rough GuideBy A 
CustomerBerlitz made a poor choice by not including tones - they say it's too difficult for the beginner. Well, you can't 
speak a lick of Chinese without at least some tonal knowledge. Adding in tonal indicators would have made this book 
acceptable and would not distract anyone who chose to ignore them. As a result of Berlitz' poor choice, this book is 
also a poor choice for you.Berlitz also chose to use their own tweaked pinyin system. This might actually be helpful 
for the beginner in pronounciation, since pinyin (the standard Romanization of Chinese) is a bit confusing at first. 
However, if you ever want to learn to read road signs (all in pinyin as well as characters) or use any other learning 
materials, you will have to learn the real thing anyway.Fortunately, there is an excellent alternative - the Rough Guide. 
I looked at quite a few books, including Lonely Planet, and Rough Guide's is the best. It includes characters, pinyin, 
AND a helpful, more natural phoenetic spelling. Excellent for the beginner and casual learner - the target market for 
phrase books.

More people speak Mandarin than any other language in the world--and knowing a handful of phrases and words will 
make sure you are understood in China, Singapore, and Taiwan. Basic Chinese characters and their pronunciation are 
included so you can easily decode written Chinese, communicate with confidence, and travel with ease! The Berlitz 
phrase book is the unparalleled market leader in its category.
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