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Magnus Course : Becoming Mapuche: Person and Ritual in Indigenous Chile (Interp Culture New Millennium) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Becoming Mapuche: 
Person and Ritual in Indigenous Chile (Interp Culture New Millennium): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Juan-Pedro GarcesExcellent0 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Great Ethnography but Mistaken Ethnic PoliticsBy E. Jennifer WeilThe book combines 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0252078233


outstanding ethnographic analysis and mistaken perceptions of Mapuche ethnic politics. The author skillfully shows 
how social personhood is constructed in rural Mapuche communities. The sections on the mediating roles of sociality 
and naming practices are remarkable. The author's claim that Mapuche from Piedra Alta and Budi do not participate in 
the larger Mapuche movement, however, is simply untrue. Longko Kalfuqueo from Budi recently proclaimed his 
support for the territorial demands of the communities in the region of Ercilla, and many scholars have demonstrated 
that rural Mapuche communities are connected to urban native politics and participate in Chilean national politics.

Magnus Course blends convincing historical analysis with sophisticated contemporary theory in this superb 
ethnography of the Mapuche people of southern Chile. Based on many years of ethnographic fieldwork, Becoming 
Mapuche takes readers to the indigenous reserves where many Mapuche have been forced to live since the beginning 
of the twentieth century. In addition to accounts of the intimacies of everyday kinship and friendship, Course also 
offers the first complete ethnographic analyses of the major social events of contemporary rural Mapuche life--eluwn 
funerals, the ritual sport of palin, and the great ngillatun fertility ritual. The volume includes a glossary of terms in 
Mapudungun.

"Interesting, important, and challenging."--Anthropology Database 


