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Todd McLeish : Basking with Humpbacks: Tracking Threatened Marine Life in New England Waters  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Basking with Humpbacks: 
Tracking Threatened Marine Life in New England Waters: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A very enjoyable read.By Beasley7I would never describe myself as 
an environmentalist, but nonetheless I thought this was a very enjoyable read. The various chapters explored animals 
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that I normally take for granted. The best part about this book is that it isn't too text bookey nor preachy. He makes a 
lot of connections that I never thought about and gave me a clearer understanding of how a lot of things in nature are 
connected.The stories he tells about his adventures while learning about the various species are as enjoyable as the text 
describing the species themselves. You can almost feel the excitement the author felt while getting up close and 
personal with several animals. A few more pictures would have been nice, but hardly necessary give the authors 
eloquent desciptions.I highly recommend this book to anybody that likes a good story or wants to learn more about 
some pretty cool animals.

Basking with Humpbacks offers an exciting, close-up look at some of the most rare marine creatures living in New 
England waters and examines the complex threats they face. In eleven chapters, each featuring a different animal or 
plant, McLeish takes readers on an entertaining journey with scientists who study these species. The author follows 
basking sharksthe second largest fish in the seain their hunt for food, helps harbor porpoises escape from fishing nets, 
snorkels in search of wild bay scallops, and learns how the blood of horseshoe crabs is used in medical research. 
Along the way he visits the islands where rare seabirds nest, tracks humpback whales on their long migration to the 
Gulf of Maine, and watches as stranded leatherback turtles are returned to the ocean.These first-person experiences are 
coupled with interviews with biologists and other experts who explain in their own words the important role these 
creatures play in the marine ecosystem and what steps must be taken to protect them. In examining the natural history 
of selected plants and animals, McLeish also discusses the physics of waves and currents, the geology of the seabed, 
the chemistry of sea water, and other natural factors that influence the survival of New England marine life.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In this collection of 11 fascinating essays, author and science writer McLeish 
(Golden Wings and Hairy Toes) accompanies marine biologists, fisheries experts, and fishermen on voyages along the 
coasts of New England and the maritime provinces of Canada to study 10 marine species: humpback whales, Atlantic 
halibut, harbor porpoises, horseshoe crabs, petrels, leatherback turtles, bay scallops, Atlantic wolf fish, harlequin 
ducks, and basking sharks. In each chapter, McLeish describes various marine research stations, interviews with 
marine scientists, and boat trips for observation. Unfortunately for McLeish, seeing the animals can be difficult-
changing ecology (thanks to invasive species like Japanese seaweed), overfishing, and (in the case of harlequin ducks) 
overhunting have caused populations to crash. Though protected by U.S. law, these animals are vulnerable when they 
migrate elsewhere-turtles nest on tropical beaches threatened by development, and the Asian demand for shark fins is 
rapidly depleting the oceans of these top predators. Like all the best science writing, McLeish writes engagingly about 
non-human subjects and the humans who study them. A hopeful recurring theme is the growing cooperation between 
research scientists and fishermen (such as the effort to free harbor porpoises from herring traps in the Maritimes), 
which keeps this highly informative book from drowning in bad news. His book is filled with vivid descriptions of the 
creatures he sees.Providence Journal 


